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Sec. 4-8. Vicious animals, pit bull terriers and wolf hybrids.

(a) Unlawful to keep vicious animals. It is unlawful for any person, except for a duly authorized agent or employee of the city acting in his/her official capacity in conformance with the duties and obligations of this chapter, to own, keep, possess, harbor or maintain any vicious animal within the city.
(1) If such animal is allowed by a court of law to remain in the city, the animal will be confined in a pen with a lockable latch surrounded by a fence at least six (6) feet in height with a secure top and a concrete base to a depth of not less than six (6) inches below grade or on a secure leash under control at all times by a person at least eighteen (18) years of age or older.


(2) Wood fencing is not acceptable.

(b) Pit bulls prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, keep, exercise control over, maintain, harbor, transport (except as permitted in 4-8(b)(2)c of this chapter) or sell within the city any pit bull, except as provided herein.


(1) Definitions.


a. Unless expressly defined otherwise in this subsection, the definitions set forth in Sec. 4-1 of this chapter shall be operative in this subsection. 


b. The initial registration of a pit bull shall mean registration of a pit bull with the city’s police department by November 1, 2005 and satisfaction of the conditions set forth in 4-8(b)(3) of this chapter. Provided, however, that in the event that initial registration cannot be completed solely because an authorized representative of the city has not yet inspected the enclosure required by 4-8(b)(3)h of this chapter, then temporary registration (as defined below) shall be permitted until such enclosure inspection is completed. Upon completion and passage of such enclosure inspection, initial registration shall be completed. Upon completion of initial registration, an owner shall be entitled to keep a pit bull pursuant to the exception delineated by 4-8(b)(2)a of this chapter until December 31, 2006, provided that such owner and his/her pit bull are otherwise in compliance with the requirements of this subsection and chapter. Such initial registration is not transferable and shall be renewable only by the holder of the registration or by a member of the immediate family of such registrant.


c. A muzzle, for purposes of this chapter, shall mean a restraining device made of metal, plastic, leather, cloth or a combination of these materials that, when fitted and fastened over a snout, mouth and/or head, prevents a dog from biting but allows a dog room to breathe and pant. While a muzzle must prevent a dog from biting another person or animal, it must not cause injury to a dog or interfere with its vision or respiration.


d. A pit bull, for purposes of this chapter, is defined as any dog that is an American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, or any dog displaying the majority of physical traits of any one or more of the above breeds, or any dog exhibiting those distinguishing characteristics which substantially conform to the standards established by the American Kennel Club (A.K.C.) or United Kennel Club (U.K.C.) for any of the above breeds. The A.K.C. and U.K.C. standards for the above breeds shall be made publicly available in the city’s police department. Additionally, the city shall undertake efforts to make such information available through its official web-site.

e. A secure temporary enclosure, for purposes of this chapter, is a secure enclosure used for purposes of transporting a pit bull and which includes a top and bottom permanently attached to the sides except for a door for removal of the pit bull. Such enclosure must be of such material, and such door closed and secured in such a manner, that the pit bull cannot exit the enclosure on its own.


f. The temporary registration of a pit bull, for purposes of this chapter, shall be issued where an owner satisfies all requirements of initial registration, but such initial registration cannot be completed solely because an authorized representative of the city has not yet inspected the enclosure required by 4-8(b)(3)h of this chapter. Upon temporary registration and satisfaction of all registration requirements except the inspection of the required enclosure, an owner shall be entitled to keep a pit bull pursuant to the exception delineated by 4-8(b)(2)a of this chapter until an authorized representative of the city has inspected the pit bull enclosure and thereafter for the period of initial registration if the pit bull enclosure passes inspection.


g. A pit bull enclosure, for purposes of this chapter, is an outside enclosure with a lockable, childproof latch of commercial quality surrounded by a fence at least five feet in height with a secure top and a concrete base to a depth not less than six inches below grade.

(2) Exceptions. The general prohibition set forth in Section 4-8(b) of this chapter shall not apply in the following enumerated circumstances.


a. The owner of a pit bull who has completed initial registration of the pit bull, who complies with any additional registration requirements prescribed in this subsection, and who maintains the pit bull at all times in compliance with all other applicable requirements of this subsection and chapter, may keep a pit bull within the city.


b. A duly authorized agent or employee of the city in his/her special capacity in the performance of his/her duties and obligations may temporarily keep or possess a pit bull in the city.


c. A pit bull may be temporarily transported through the city if such pit bull is being transported either from a point outside the city to a destination outside the city, or from a point outside the city to a common carrier within the city in order to send or take the pit bull outside the city.


d. A person may temporarily transport into and hold in the city a pit bull for the purpose of showing such pit bull in a place of public exhibition, contest or show sponsored by a dog club association or similar organization. However, the sponsor of the exhibition, contest or show must receive written permission from the police department, must obtain any other permits or licenses required by city ordinance, and must provide protective measures adequate to prevent pit bulls from escaping or injuring the public. The person who transports and holds a pit bull for showing shall, at all times when the pit bull is being transported within the city to and from the place of exhibition, contest, or show, keep the pit bull confined in a secure temporary enclosure as defined in 4-8(b)(1) of this chapter.

(3) Conditions for keeping pit bull. The exception contained in 4-8(b)(2)a of this chapter shall be available only to owners who complete initial registration of a pit bull by November 1, 2005 or have received a temporary registration as defined in subsection 4-8(b)(l)f. In order to register a pit bull, an owner must comply with all of the following requirements:


a. The owner of the pit bull shall pay the applicable pit bull registration fee.


b. The owner shall, at the owner’s own expense, have the pit bull spayed or neutered and shall present to the police department documentary proof from a licensed veterinarian that such sterilization has been performed.


c. The owner shall, at the owner’s own expense, have the pit bull vaccinated for rabies and shall present documentary proof of such vaccination.


d. The owner shall, at the owner’s own expense, have a licensed veterinarian permanently insert a computer chip in the pit bull for purposes of identification and shall present proof of such insertion.


e. The pit bull must be registered by an owner who is at least twenty-one years of age as of the date of registration.


f. The owner shall present proof to the city police department that the owner has procured liability insurance in the amount of at least one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) per dog registered, covering any damage or injury which may be caused by a pit bull. The policy shall contain a provision requiring the insurance company to provide written notice to the city police department not less than ten days prior to any cancellation, termination, or expiration of the policy.


g. The owner shall take the pit bull to the police department for registration. The police department shall take and maintain a digital photograph of the registered pit bull. The police department shall maintain a file containing the registration numbers and names of the pit bulls and the names and addresses of the owners. The owner shall notify the police department of any change of address within ten days of such change.


h. For purposes of confining the pit bull, the owner shall have on his/her property a pit bull enclosure, as defined in Subsection 4-8(b)(l)g.


i. The owner shall conspicuously affix a warning sign on or near the front door of the owner’ s residence which notifies a visitor to the residence that a pit bull is contained on the premises.


j. At all times when a pit bull is at the property of the owner, the owner shall keep the pit bull: (i) confined in a locked pit bull enclosure; (ii) on a secure and non-extendable leash no greater than six feet in length that is handled by and under the control of a person at least eighteen years of age; or (iii) inside a residence or garage that the pit bull cannot exit on its own and which has all doors and windows closed and locked. 


For purposes of this Subsection 4-8(b)(3)j(iii), no pit bull may be kept in a residence or garage when screen windows or doors are the only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting the structure; provided, however, that an owner is permitted to keep a door or window open if the opening is obstructed by reinforced security bars which prevent the pit bull from exiting on its own.


k. At all times when a pit bull is away from the property of the owner, the owner shall keep the pit bull “muzzled” and on a secure and non-extendable leash no greater than six feet in length that is handled by an authorized person who is capable of controlling the pit bull and is at least eighteen years of age, or, alternatively, in a secure temporary enclosure.


1. A pit bull tag will be issued to the owner at the time of issuance of registration. Such tag shall be attached to the pit bull by means of a collar or harness and shall not be attached to any pit bull other than the registered pit bull. If the pit bull tag is lost or destroyed, a duplicate tag may be issued upon the payment of a fee equal to the city’s cost of replacement.


m. The owner shall notify the city police department within five days in the event that the pit bull is lost, stolen, dies or has a litter. In the event of a litter, the owner must permanently remove the puppies from the city and provide confirmation of such removal by the time the puppies are weaned. In no event shall the owner be allowed to keep in the city a pit bull puppy born after October 1, 2005 after the puppy is more than eight weeks old. Any pit bull puppies kept contrary to the provisions of this subdivision are subject to immediate impoundment.


(4) Annual re-registration. Following the expiration of the “initial registration” period on December 31, 2006, re-registration of a pit bull kept pursuant to 4-8(b)(2)a of this chapter shall be required on an annual basis.


Within thirty-one days of January 1 of each year, an owner must re-register his/her pit bull for that calendar year with the city’s police department and pay the annual registration fee. Such re-registration shall only be permitted upon satisfaction of the conditions set forth in 4-8(b)(3) of this chapter. Such re-registration shall not occur more than thirty-one days in advance of January 1; and, as a grace period, such re-registration for the calendar year shall be permitted until on or before January 31 of each year. Re-registration of a pit bull is not transferable and shall be renewable only by the holder of the registration or by a member of the immediate family of such registrant.


Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to permit re-registration of a pit bull for which initial registration was not previously completed.


(5) Impoundment. Any pit bull found in the city which does not fall within the exceptions listed in 4-8(b)(2) of this chapter may be immediately impounded.


(6) Right to a hearing. When any pit bull dog has been impounded pursuant to this subsection, and the owner of such dog disputes the classification of such dog as a pit bull, the owner of such dog may file a written petition with the municipal court for a hearing concerning such classification no later than seven days after impoundment. Such petition shall include the name and address of the petitioner. The municipal court will then issue a notice of hearing date. Where no written request from the owner for a hearing is received by the municipal court within seven days of impoundment, the pit bull shall be destroyed.


The hearing pursuant to this subsection, if any, will be held before the municipal court. Any relevant facts which the petitioner wishes to be considered shall be submitted at the hearing. The hearing shall be conducted as provided in Section 4-8.2 and the municipal court shall make a final determination whether the dog is a pit bull as defined in 4-8(b)(l) of this chapter. Such final determination shall be considered a final order of the municipal court subject to review under Rule 1 06(a)(4) of the Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure.


If the dog is found to be a pit bull, it shall be destroyed, unless the owner produces evidence deemed sufficient by the municipal court that the pit bull is to be permanently taken out of the city and the owner pays the cost of impoundment. If the dog is destroyed, then the owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with such action. Alternatively, if the dog is found neither to be a pit bull nor a vicious animal, then the dog shall be released to the owner; provided, however, that upon the city’s request, it shall be within the municipal court’s discretion to require that the owner pay all costs of impoundment incurred prior to the date of the hearing as a condition precedent to the release of the pit bull..

(c) Unlawful to keep animals in heat. It is unlawful for any person to own, keep, possess, harbor or maintain any animal that is in heat unless such animal is confined in a building or secure enclosure in such a manner that the animal in heat cannot come into contact with another animal, except for planned breeding, and such that the animal in heat does not create a nuisance by attracting other animals.


(d) Definitions.

(1) Animal in heat means a female animal during its regular recurrent period of ovulation and sexual excitement.

(2) Pit Bull Terrier means any dog that is an American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, or any dog displaying a majority of the physical traits of any one or more of the above breeds, or any dog exhibiting those distinguishing characteristics which substantially conform to the standards established by the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club for any of the above breeds.

a. A bill of sale of veterinary record that identifies an animal as a Pit Bull Terrier mix shall be sufficient to establish that the animal in question is a Pit Bull Terrier or a Pit Bull Terrier mix for purposes of this section.

(3) Wolf hybrid: means any dog-like carnivorous mammal of the genus and species Canis Lupus and or dog-like carnivorous mammal of the genus and species Canis Lupus that has been bred with a domestic dog (Canis Familiars).

a. A bill of sale of veterinary record that identifies an animal as a wolf hybrid shall be sufficient to establish that the animal in question is a wolf hybrid for purposes of this section.

(Ord. No. 1379, § 1, 2001; Ord. No. 1593, § 1, 9-19-2005)
Editor's note—Ord. No. 831, § 3, adopted Jan. 18, 1988, repealed § 4-8, which pertained to keeping of vicious animals, pit bull terriers, pit bull terrier mixes, and destruction thereof and derived from §§ 4-12(a) and 4-28 of the city's 1969 Code as amended by Ord. No. 817, § 1, adopted July 20, 1987, § 3 of the ordinance further enacted similar new provisions as set out in § 4-8. Ord. 831, § 3, adopted Jan. 18, 1988 was repealed and replaced by Ord. 1379 § 1, adopted April 2, 2001.

Cross reference(s)—Impoundment of vicious animals, § 4-65.

